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First slide  It is with great pleasure that I introduce my colleague, mentor, and friend, Dr. Gretel Hoffman Pelto as the honored recipient of the 2007  Malinowski Award.  From the beginning of her career 40 years ago, and continuing on to the present, Gretel has been tirelessly and passionately dedicated to bringing anthropological theories, methods and approaches to bear in public health and nutrition, and to communicating these at multiple levels of social systems, from community-level workers to policy makers.  Her training and mentoring of graduate students, first at the University of Connecticut and now at Cornell University, has produced a legacy of scholars whose research influences important programs and policy as well as the academy.  

I have only a few minutes and I have struggled with how to paint the rich, complex and beautiful tapestry of Gretel. I will briefly share some highlights of her career and also a few delicious stories from some of her oldest friends.

For example, Steve Schensul, said, “as for stories, well we have about 33 year's worth (many should not be told in relation to this event). It might be fun to mention that Gretel was at Bennington and was a dancer. She raised Jonathon as a single Mom at the same time as she went to Graduate School at the University of Minnesota starting in 1964. 

Slide Cass Lake.  She did her Master's and Ph.D. theses on the rural community of Cass Lake, Minnesota. She was one of the core group of graduate students at the University of Minnesota during that time that included Doug White, John Poggie, Jay and Steve Schensul, Mike Robbins -- located in a sub-basement that had pipes wrapped in asbestos. 

Slide  And then there was this fellow named Bob that she hung around with in Minnesota…..and why would Gretel be interviewed by the Rolling Stone Magazine in 1985?  

Slide Yes, Bobby Zimmerman, shown here in his high school photo, yes, that Bob hung out with Gretel – I heard a rumor that she sang in coffee shops with him.

.
Slide   Beginning in the early 1980s, along with others in the re-emerging field of nutritional anthropology, some shown here at Gretel’s birthday party, Gretel began working on methods to incorporate anthropological research techniques and theories into nutrition and public health.   In 1980, she co-edited the classic text, along with Jerome and Kandel, Nutritional Anthropology: Contemporary Approaches to Diet and Culture, the first of several books and publications that defined the field. Her collaborative work in Mexico with Lindsay Allen and others provided important insights on the functional costs of malnutrition.
Vit A Slide   Gretel has also been an intellectual leader of research guidelines that incorporate anthropological methods for program development and evaluation. This included the guidelines on natural food sources of Vitamin A,  developed with Harriet Kuhnlein, who is here tonight.

SLIDE  With her appointment as senior researcher in child health at the WHO, she had the resources to carry these ideas to fruition under the rubric of "Focused Ethnographic Studies.". Mobilizing and expanding a network of former students and colleagues in developing countries, she initiated studies in more than 30 countries. More recently, Gretel and colleagues published the 1998 WHO book, The Critical Link: Integrating Nutrition, Growth, and Development.  In a short time this work has influenced a new direction for research and encouraged many developmental psychologists to collaborate with nutritionists and anthropologists.
SLIDE  This is a photo that Gretel took from her living room window in Ithaca.   She knows how to surround herself with beauty, spirituality, fun, and of course, good food from her own kitchen – she has more than 3000 food and recipe books in her personal library.   Here is a memory from Lindsay Allen, who is so sorry not to be here today, ‘I have many fond memories of Gretel in Mexican markets, understanding not only what all the unfamiliar foods were, but how to cook them. We would go home with our arms full of fruits, vegetables, beans and herbs and she would make wonderful dishes with no need for recipes.  Sometimes Gretel would send me a poem written about a day we spent together. Today she does that with photography - her calendar photos are just great.  And here are a few of those photos….show the slides.
SLIDE  Gretel’s husband, John Pierre, her sister Melanie, son Ari, and many friends, former students and colleagues are here this evening to honor her.  I am delighted to introduce my good friend, Gretel Hoffman Pelto.
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