In an attempt to update the department faculty profiles, we request that you make any necessary changes to the current one on file. For those that still need to create a profile, an example will be provided. Please provide the necessary amendments in a timely fashion. Thank you. 

Peter Chrzanowski

Dept of Nutrition Work-Study Student

MARGARET E. BENTLEY, MA, PhD

Professor and SPH AssociateDean of Global Health, Department of Nutrition. (PhD in Anthropology, University of Connecticut, 1987)


Dr. Bentley is a medical anthropologist whose research focuses on women and infant's nutrition, infant and young child feeding, behavioral research on sexually transmitted diseases, HIV, and community-based interventions for nutrition and health. She has expertise in both qualitative and quantitative research methods and the application of these for program development and evaluation. She currently is working on an HIV behavioral intervention prevention study in Chennai, India; on a community-based intervention to improve child growth and development in Andhra Pradesh, India; on an intervention to decrease maternal to child transmission of HIV during breastfeeding in Malawi.  Dr. Bentley directs a five year, longitudinal study to examine risk factors for the development of pediatric obesity in North Carolina, and an in-home evaluation of an intervention to promote duration of breastfeeding.


Dr. Bentley is a member of the Advisory Board of the Indo-US Joint Working Group on Maternal and Child Health.  She also holds membership in the American Institute of Nutrition, the American Anthropological Association, the Society for Medical Anthropology, and the American Public Health Association.  She is a Fellow of the Society for Applied Anthropology.

